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TONKIN^UIjrf (deSotcT patrols:: .walxihrijS^SStiW^* ascr/Bj^o&^iucv- jju.o,iAnveiAj 

2/28-3/10-6^ CRAIG conducted patrol. v CPA. NVN U rid., Chi l5yvhl islands 12 
2/28 CRAIG intercepted and paced by KcaxsdbaotlxelsKB patrol/craft (NVN?) 

2/2 9 CRAIG shadowed by unid. a/c at 26 mi. for 2. hours / 

:-%ry nvn 

‘ 7/28/61; MADDOX departed Taiwan (for 7/31-83, CPAs JJTO 8, Chi 15, W5> islands U) 

times V '~^-7/30 0830 MADDOX sighted U PT within few minutes »yCPA 3 mi 








info, [intell]) 


local 


HOrvu, 4 

(^w s! 


7/31 1300 MADDOX at Pt Alpha (sighted 60-80 jurf*§ fishing) 

8/1 2000 MADDOX sighted 110 fishing junks; sept "Reed info, possible hostile actic 

8/2 1100 MADDOX sighted 75 junks; deviated i£ avoid passing thru 

{N—^ l5hO MADDOX reported apparent torpedo attack by 2 high-speed craft 

a T^ 1607 MADDOX reported attack by 2>PTb} opened fire with 5 anch ^waning first) 

1608 MADDOX reported^PTs closjera to 5000 yds; toipedo^^ru^se^T^ round hit 
1621 MADDOX reported direct/hit of one PT (ih+W^At, -fa 
1630 It F-8s from TICONDER0GA attacked the 3 PTs; one reported dead ii^rater 
I6hl MADDOX reported retiring to SE for rendezvous with TURNER JOT at 2000 
IS 00 + Ti^ofJ o~/c. -ftvfe. (M«s. «rj PTi , , .. 

8/3 MADDOX with TURNER JOT return to patrol (Cf 5 ^ MM H; C&i. blVfJytAQ&M li < f) 

2320 MADDOX reported contact at 38.5 mi shadowing him 

lliOO MADDOX/reported suspected shadow 15 mi east; "paralleled for past k hours 
20l;0 MADDOX reported "Reed info indicating attack. Proceeding SE at best speed 
2136 TjeuNDEROGA reported MAIDQX reported 2 skunks / 3 hgg^.e6 
223k/TCON reported orig skunks opened/ 3 new at 13 nn A evaluated as hostile 
22k0 MADDOX reported "Commenced firing on closing PTs" (2 on beam 10 mi;. 2 Uo 
2i52 MADDOX reported "under continuous torpedo attack" ? south closi 

y / 23l5 MADDOX: "Avoided 6 torpedoes,, attacks continue, TJ may sunk one, 2 remain 
/ Q%j3&£3SXSSK k ft im Artinrk^rt Ui^tAjlr AvtfAg^vyifl u£ 
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PROOF 8/2: 1. 3 PTs made daylight runs on MADDOX and fixed 3 torpedoes; we have pi 

2. Later, additional torpedo" launched, but f aled to run 

3. PTs fired $0 cal. at MADDOX p we have bullet fragments 
U. HCONDEROGA pilots confirm PTs in vicinity; took pis 

. .. and TJ were :5’1; 

o/ki 1. MADDQX^wsa snadowed earlier in day (confirmed by ECM contacts of TJ) 
2. Badar indicated torpedo runs by contacts 


Jr' U. Torpedo^ heard by sonarmen. ' ' " 

5. TorpecS^sighted by TJ and' MADDOX passing left of TJ at 300 feet 

6. Search light seen by all TJ signal bridge personnel (out when a/c ar 
7« PT silhouettes seen by U on. TJ, backed by a/c flares 

8. Pilots sighted wakes, dark, objects, and experienced AA fire 

SECDEF (before SFRC and SASC 8/6/6U): "I want to state at this point that the 

Department of Defense is fully convinced, . in the basis of authoritative informatio 
available to us, tha^he attacking craft were operated by military pesannel of the 
North Vietnamese regime and that they were based at several naval bases and ports 
along the North Vietnamese coast. Tha information to whi ch I refer also makes 
clea r— iha%-the— att acks werenlanned and dflUbm-ate and were specifically dir ected 
at the United States vessels in a determined effort to destroy them." /■ 
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- ; XTQRTH VIETNAM ATTACKS UNITED STA TES NAVAL VESSELS 

IN THE GULF OF TONKIN - AUGUST 2-4, 1964 ^\rP { ' . 1 / 

: ” : pW 

(Note: Each statement of fact is derived from one or more^ ^ ^ 

( following sources: Qu artermaster L og (TAB A) ana Combat - 

Information Center LogJTAB 3) of the USS MADDOX or the 
US S TURNER 3 O f , ~ t He~~r el vant entries of which have been 
transferred onto track charts showing the engagements; 2IBAL: 
v iews ^omeut^ (TAB C) of MADDOX and TURNER 

JOY personnel who witnessed the au-acks, ? Y .L 1 c — — — — — t — 

Graphic evidence of the attacks (TAB D); int erviews of p ilots 
fro m th T'Ugg^IC ONDEROGA whose aircraft provided am cove* 
for the two destroyers during the attacks.) 

I (All times are Saigon times. )/ . \ 

The Gulf of Tonkin is AnAnter national body of water bounded on/^ 
hree sides by North Vietnam and Communist China and on the s^£ y\ . 

the South China Sea. Tfo* Gulf is more than 300 miles long an^bout j. 

175 miles wide at itpmarrowest part. 

During- th/many years in which North Vietnam^ sponsored and 
- directed th^ommunist insurgency against the 
increasingly in-recent .years. North Vietnam ha s^sed the Gulf o.Tonkin|_ 
as a waS route to support the insurgency by ^filtrating men ana materials 
from/^he North into South Vietnam. By meyd of small naval craft / 
thjwntless junks, which are always to be/found in coastal waters, the / 

Xply and reinforcement of the Viet C^g continues. (A major embarja- 
Son pbint, the Dong Moi military trajZig and supply center for the Viet 
Cong, is less than 50 miles North the b or oer. ) 

■ years ago to observe an d 

as well as to obtain navigational 
nt patrols m international waters 
purposes by 

is times since 9 • m 
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THE VTRST ATTACK -- Daylight on August 2 


.At S:30 A. M, 


local time on^y 30, 1964 the USS MADDOX.^ 
v ■ ' . 7 7>~ _ - r pjiel some?5 milesTrom the coast of \ieta£irx, 

locate on — e • 7 to be O^ro-ie more routine patrol of tre/mli of 

bast „ what She proceeded west t«4rd Viet- 

TOr " in anIa‘ 1 oo P ijA July 3! reached a point on the w&lel about 
nam anc a. 1.00 ^ we n within interna^Sa! waters. 

proceeded paraUel coast until the 

MADDOX 2 when s he turned east and headed away nom 

shore for tiif«mlinder.of the night. The sweeoArth had been wtt o Ut 

incidenf/Only junks and no North Vietnaroese^val vesse.s w 

sight^a* 


, ' , . . -A C 

I 1 ?' S^X' l Q_ 

' At daybreak on Aught 2 a MADDOX again proceeded north on 

- a b er oatrol. She arrived at her northernmost polecat 11. 00 A. M. 
SrS^ea'southeast, away from the shore and toward the open sea. 
Another routine patrol had, to all appearances, been completed. 

a a. 12-30 p M. MADDOX had observed a number of North Vietnamese 
At * « JV1 «. - 1 .... n rr island lying to the_ 

the MADDOX. §is*y 


*“ “f *” 4 lyins t0 & 

soufiu Several of the boats passed within ten miles o^t 
A ^ • Qt- b cii a \rr- 


wcro traveling at . .. n 

fashion There^ aae^ uatWr hi alarr.rj. 

The situation altered B l l f.»3 at 2:57 P.M ., At that time die 
w OD OX -adar disclosed that three of the North Vietnamese torpeco 
Kfelon Me and were moving northwest, it. -Mgh spe edand on _ 

when the to T 0 knots and had closed the range to less 
-a.crea *• MADDOX altered course to the southeast, toward i. *e 

■routh°o^: Tol-: Gulf and increased her speed to 251*** ^ sh^ 
went to General Quarters, all hands manning their battle sMci - - 

diate combat air support was requested from the al ^ cr ^ " " kir 

TICONDEROGA, Which was then operating outside the Gull Ox Tonkin. 

The almost 20 knot difference in speed between the torpedo boats 
and MADDOX made it impossible for the destroyer 

SrNorthViSn^ase boats, still making aimost 50 knots hah cWsed the 
range to five miles. They were then due west of the MADDOX and had 
moved into column foxms-tion* 
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At the sam\time as t^e instructions ^ereh^ng broadcast 
t h-ou<rhout the work the^tate Department, acV^pursuar^ .o 
president's fur the Auctions, took steps tiera note o, p^te- 
to the North Viexnar^V^irr.e . The note was^isoWely puoE—ec. I 
concluded with th>Vordk "The United Stag's Government expect, xna, 
rr^tntti.s^the re 5 ik in North #-Nam v^Sbe under no misap 


wh.e autll OT- .U C Sy w* W4.* w - - 0 \ y . . \ - , * : _ 

prehension aZto the grave c\s ecu en^s which 
from any^krther unprovoked of<ens^Ve military action a§ainsi ui 

States farces. M (See TAB E) 


r""7 THE SECOND ATTACK -- Night of August 4_ 

^ \ £ ® bo yrw. jvcf” 

About 9:00 A.M. local time cn the morning of August 3^ the 
MADDOX resuined her patrol in the Gulf of Tonkin accompanied by 

TURNER JOY. ^ aal ““ " uu: f t0 b ~ 
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h^vcv^T a combat ‘air patrol of aircraft from the carrier TIC0ND2R0GA 
was maintained overhead. 

Re-entering the Gulf of Tonkin, the ships proceeded in a north- ^ 
westerly direction with the TURNER JOY following 1, 000 yarns as,ern o, 
t v e V A.DDOX. By mid-afternoon (3:27 P.M.) on August 3, the snips nad 
reached their closest approach to the shores of -North Vietnam, a -stance 
rv-p-yjs' 0 'Vt that time, they turned to the northeast and p^oceec^a 
^uwCl^SS&l the Liy evening (5:27 P.M.). The MADDOX 
h ad detected during this period that.it was being observed oy a racar 
operating from the northwest of the sort utilized by Nortn Vietnamese 
torpedo boats and gunboats. 

ci“ f9°-3o ! 

At 5-27 P M. I the shins turned away from land and proceeded to Jie 
southeast toward the mouth of the Gulf of Tonkin. The MADDOX reported 
that a surface contact to the north at a range of some 38 miles aad-een 
narellelinc her course for the past hour. This contact was aiso^using a 
•radar of the type installed on the North Vietnamese boats. £__,DDOA 

tir.ued2 Several hours later, at 1:00 A.MTTm^gust 4^the two ships 
reversed course and proceeded once a 0 ^.m 
resume their patrol during daylight. 

By early afternoon on August 4 (2:00 P. M .) tjh& ^stroyers had 
resumed the patrol at a point in international waters A some 2p miles non 
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the shores of North Vietnam. At that time the MADDOX reported tnat. 
yet another radar contact had paralleled her movements during tne pre- 
vious four hours. . Until 4:00 P. M. the destroyers steapec soutawest . 
parallel zo zrie coast* 

At this time,^the destroyers began steaming due cast, in the Gulf 
toward their night steaming area. That day's patrol was oyer. <§***■ 


3v -7--C M on August 4 the destroyers had reached a point on ^ at If So\ 

y - — f- f , A= v-c -Vo— the coast of North Vietnam, 

their eastwarc track niorc-u^n ^ ^ A 

$ f- a" 'D r o>dm at cly this time the sr.rp s oecame <=.iei ^ee to a pos.i..^-u 

They-fe^ picked up three high speed contacts cl osing from, the 

The MADDOX led that ^i.T^auc. .na. c ->3 

and the TURNER JOY char.g&ig course and proceeded- at maximum 

sneed southeast toward the mouth ox the Gulf o± ionia-i. . - 


Shortly thereafter, the destroyers discovered another contact 
closing from the southeast— the direction of their new course., ^ wo 
otbe~ contacts were discovered -- to the west and -o me ncu Lowest, 
of these early contacts, however, began to drift astern as both destroyers 
continued at high speed to the soutneast. 

Not long thereafter, the ships detected on their radars two uniden- 
tified surface vessels and three unidentified aircraft to the norme^p 


As they proceeded southeast in the Gulf, the two destroy^ s 
ur> at least three additional surface radar contacts in fcrmation^to 
east. Th.« contacts generally parcUoied tn. cour... 
a"d BURNER JOY, and were tracked bom on t-.e navigeti _ 

control radars at speeds from 20 to above 30 knots. Because of their 
hi-h speed and relatively small size, me con^.a, v/cre eva- 
pido boats or gunboats. ■Ihft se vessels apparently were lyin g_in_vg-t_^ 
ttetwo d. strovers with theh^T ox mmbu sETng ta&ai QnTEeiT^igina- e.st 
^JcoSsTor as they proceeded southward out oz the Gull o. Toman. . 

AlPlc' t<>&0 ***..&£ ' ' ^ 

At "’0-40 P.MJthe attacks began, gr.-oarno e>Z in addition to tne ir_s<. 

contacts to the east, the TURNER JOY detected other surface contacts 
some 9, 000 yards to the east which were closing very .rapidly.^ T. « 
MADDOX also picked up one of these contacts immediately ana tracked iu 



, G£.ltsri "two 

as it speeded in toward the -«»£/«-• iron, the south and 

.. M se cts we-e reoorteci appro:-. cr.st s U-s c., 

custog - rrele-ive speed of more then 70 miles per war. 


contacts ircc“n ’cac eciSt 


At a range of 6, 200 yards, one of the close ==“-^;;, rs . 

suddenly turned sharply away front *«**£*£* ‘ o £*7Uilnmeciately 
ouently associated with the launcntng o e ^pedo; -- sus?e c:ed 

thereafter, sonar detected tcrpeco «..«» ;or „ae. 

launch paw* c. Both sh.ps ^cj~y« V her main five-inch 

MADDOX shen commenced battery 

i battery and TUKNE, to 

against attaching craiUr * _ c ”7 ^ ~ c £ abo ut 300 feet. It was 

TURNER JOY from a.t iorw*_c ~t & --jr^-ER. JOY's crew. 

visually sighted by at least tour nuc.be- s__o._ tor?a do^ms 

0 I '■ •hem "t-o the ' 

were reported by sonar immediately taerciUM.-. 

• a- -n-'h’-ued attacks by torpedos 
The next two hours were a P--*£ “J* “ ^ euVftrs; and of 

and by small calibre automatic ^ <•£- ^ Gulf of To** whi 

efforts ^ j/ er conditions of ^deneas and 

repelling die attacks as y . 

noor visibility. k=. ac -- ■ . , m.- - v - ---r 


y 0 -. -a 


noor visibility. b, UL - uu ■- _ m.- - v - ‘--r r 


. ,. 1i r ^ ^ j a URNER JOY — 

^^^T^Ptained 

radar and by visual sightings of Mack smexe ^ ^ 

craft chat were struck One Ox the a ^c.w * * _ d was ore suaaed sunk. 
TURNER joy, disappeared irom the tornedo boats by 

The attacking vessels ^observed and 

TURNER JOY's crewwhen^cratt were illuau-a^fi oy -la.c & . 

Aircraft providing air cover 

the destroyers. The aircraft also reportec rc ^ 

calibre guns. 

Late in the attack, searchlight ^-ty frcm^least o^ attacking 
vessel was observed by bridge personnel ox the TURNER 

»-t< . •csr-s&sdSl *lne destroyers 

^Tt-1-3 o'AM^on Augl si 5, that the attacking vessels had broken 
of the^engigemerl *MADDOX and TURNER JOY then comdnuec out Ox uxe 
Gulf of Tonkin without further incident. 
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